Bathgate Elementary School * 27642 Napoli Way ¢ Mission Viejo, California 92692 « 949.348.0451

BATHGATE=

Bathgate News P7A

Pregident’s Message

Hello Bathgate Families and Friends,

Why is PTA membership important? That is
a question | have been asked many times.
One of the purposes of the PTA is “to bring
closer relation between the home and the

school, that parents and teachers may coop-

erate intelligently in the education of
children and youth”. One of the PTA Core
Values is “ We believe every adult has a re-
sponsibility to ensure that all children de-
velop into their full potential”. | have to be
honest and admit that during the course of
life “ doing homework, soccer practice,
what’s for dinner and what another PTA
fundraising event?? !I” that | some-

times forget what the true purpose and
values of the PTA are. The activities and
programs that enrich all of our children’s
lives are a direct result of the volunteers
and advocacy efforts PTA members make
on behalf of families and education. When
we make that connection through member-
ship in PTA, we are supporting, nourishing,
renewing, and reminding

ourselves to reach out to each other to im-
prove the quality of life for all our children. |
would like to thank the families and friends
who have joined and support the Bathgate
PTA. If you have not already joined the
Bathgate PTA, | encourage and invite you to
do so.

Thank you,

Frank Falcone
Bathgate PTA President

everychild. onevoice.
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School supplies

Information Coming in May

Order your supplies for 2010-2011 and
make your life easier. Information will
be send in May. This year we will make
it more convenient for you by ordering

directly through Innisbrook.
firegoddess77@att.net

Talent Show

Every spring, our Talent Show features dozens of stu-
dents showcasing their talents in categories such as
comedy, singing, skits, dancing and musical
performances. The show will run two nights in order to
include all that are interested in performing. Planned for

the end of May. Contact Sue McNair at
susanmcnair@msn.com.

Websites

Bathgate PTA
Www.bathgatepta.com

Bathgate School

http://bges.capousd.ca.schoolloop.com/

Capistrano Unified
School District
www.capousd.org




Principals Corner

Dear Bathgate Families,

Happy Spring! With the rain behind us and
Daylight Savings upon us, the last half of the
school year promises to be a fun filled, yet hectic
time for us all. There will be more outings, sporting
events, performances, etc. And of course, here at
school we will be gearing up for STAR testing, the
end of the school year, and finally summer! You
hear a lot about “family time,” but what does it
really mean and why is it important? With the busy-
ness of the coming season, ironically family time
can become stressed. Read the following tips to see
if there are some essentials that can be incorporated
into your family routines.

TV time, surprisingly, can be turned into
family time. You wouldn’t think that watching a
TV show or movie with your children could be
counted as family time, but with a little bit of crea-
tive effort, it can be. Use commercial breaks to
mute the sound and talk about what you’re watch-
ing. Share your feelings about whether the story is
believable. Ask their opinions about what they
think will happen next. See if they can compare
what you’re viewing with the story plots in other
movies or books.

Turn everyday chores into a time to bond.
The key to making quality time out of the most or-
dinary everyday chores (like cooking, picking up,
cleaning, and doing laundry) is to turn them into
opportunities to talk with your children. Folding
your child’s sports clothes together can lead to con-
versation about how the team is doing and how he
or she feels about the activity. Grocery shopping
can spark an interest in teaching your child to pre-
pare a meal. Even good-natured griping together
about how messy a pet is, or how much trash there
is to take out that day, can create a kind of quiet
kinship and bond between parent and child.

Remember to chat rather than interrogate.
The quickest way to shut down good family time is
to turn it into a type of police interrogation. Cer-
tainly there may be times when you need to prod
your child for answers about things that are con-
cerning you, but make sure that during casual fam-
ily time together you keep “interviewing” to a mini-
mum and concentrate on relaxed conversations.

Homework time can be a time to bond too. Try
to schedule your bill-paying and other household paper-
work for when your children are doing their homework.
Give them a sense that you’re all in it together; it’s just
that each of you has a different kind of work. You’ll be
providing encouragement just by being with them while
they work and being available if they have questions or
need extra help.

One-on-one time is extra special. If you have
more than one child, try to find time each week to do
something special alone with each of them. It can be as
simple as a walk after dinner or an out-of-the-ordinary
errand. (You’d be surprised how many children find it
fascinating to go along to the auto mechanic, for exam-
ple). Just showing that you value them as individuals
can mean the world to them.

Split households need to unite in their commit-
ment. If you and your child’s other parent live sepa-
rately, try to make an agreement that each parent will
work on spending quality time with each child each
week. Discuss how quality time means interacting with
the child, not just being in the same household.

Games never go out of style. Board games and
card games are ideal ways to get families together to
relax and have fun as a group. Look for games that ap-
peal to your child’s interest and age level, and set aside a
bit of time every week to play a few rounds.

Yes, you’ve got a lot to do—and so do your
children. But when you think about it, there is really no
better way to spend your time than by strengthening the
bonds between your family members. The pay-off is
priceless.

Sincerely,

Shelly Kurtz
Principal




Art Masters
This wonderful
program features a #
variety of famous .
artists throughout
history. In an assembly format at
each grade level the students
learn about the artist’s life and
contribution to the art world. Then,
through instructional guidance,
each child applies that artist’s
specific technique to create their
own masterpiece. Students have
already studied Multicultural
American Art featuring The Art of
Ancient Americas and The African
American Legacy. In March they
will be introduced to the dazzling
colors and cartoon images of Roy
Lichtenstein’s POP Art. In May
they will take an exciting tour of
Frank Lloyd Wright’'s most famous
buildings and gain an understand-
ing of the role of architect in pre-
serving the natural environment.
Your child will discover their inner
artist! Contact Franceskay at
franceskay@cox.net.
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% dents in grades 2-5 participated in a Family W
¢/ Feud style game show. The Bully Game <[
o was an action packed, high energy show of
2 where students learned how to use their 2
o, words rather than their fists, why teasing is .
W hurtful, what to do when confronted W
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2 PTA parents for providing these enriching 2
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Literature Program

The PTA sponsored Literature

Program introduces students to a

variety of literary genres and

helps them gain experience in

writing meaningful book reviews. Themes are
selected for a one to two month period. The
library will be decorated along that theme and
theme-related books will be on display for the
students to check out. Students are given
prizes for writing book reviews related to the
monthly theme. They are also entered in a
weekly drawing; winners are announced at
the flag ceremony on Friday mornings. Con-
tact our Librarian, Jennifer Toth, if you have
questions (7:45-11:15 M-F at 348-0451).
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Bathgate encourages children to focus on good
character, making smart choices and developing
core ethical values. Throughout the year, we fo-
cus on a specific trait and work with students to
define and practice the character trait of the
month, thus building a Community of Character.
Spring brings the following Character Counts
Traits:

February UNITY

March ~ INTEGRITY

April SERVICE

May MORAL COURAGE
June CITIZENSHIP

Teachers, staff and noon aides will reward these
traits by giving out tickets that the students may
turn to be selected in a weekly drawing for
prizes. For ideas on how to reinforce character
within your family visit www.charactercounts.org.
Contact chairperson Debbie Ensign at
c2ldeborah@aol.com.
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Spring Famity
Event ‘
May 7

BMA stunt Performers
Coming to Bathgate!

Enjoy eye-popping stunts, high-energy music,
skits and some audience participation when
Wheels of Freestyle performs for Bathgate
families. This high-flying box-jump show in-
cludes unbelievable balancing, spinning and
bunny-hopping stunts. Then they’ll hit the
ramp for amazing aerial stunts that can go as
high as 12 feet in the air. The show will also
include important bicycle safety messages on
helmet wear, eating healthy, peer pressure
and anti-bullying messages. Plus food, fun
and more. Contact Sue McNair at

Loz
We love your pups but due
to children’s allergies and
district policy, we can't have

them on campus. \

A

Celebration
Book Club

Celebrate your child’s birthday or special
achievement with a new book for our
school library. Books are purchased in the
student’s name (or teacher, or other re-
cipient) and the book is presented to the
individual by our principal. The recipient
and principal are photographed together
and the picture is displayed in the school
office and library. A label with the recipi-
ent’s name is permanently placed in the
book. Interest forms were sent home at
the beginning of the year. Those who sign
up receive a list of available books with
an order form prior to the celebrated
event. Once payment is received ($20),
the book is processed and scheduled for
presentation. Become a permanent part
of the Bathgate library! Contact Elaine
Brault at elainebrault@cox.net.

REFLECTIONS PROGRAM

The National PTA Reflections is an arts recogni-
tion and achievement program that provides chil-
dren an opportunity to express themselves crea-
tively and receive positive recognition for original
works of art. This past fall we had record-breaking
participation: 118 students submitted 158 entries.
The artwork was displayed in the MPR, allowing
time for all classes to visit, admire and make plans
to participate next year. All students who entered
received a goodie bag with gifts and prizes, and
enjoyed an Artists’ Reception followed by an ice
cream party. Special congratulations to the
following:

1%' Place Bathgate Award Recipients
Harland Tsui Musical Composition — Intermediate
Greta Burke Dance Choreography — Intermediate
Solana Mathes Film Production — Primary
Ashley Van Hoften Photography — Intermediate
Sophie Rudolph Literature — Primary

Emily Hong Literature — Intermediate
Claire Jun Visual Arts — Primary
Shawn Kim Visual Arts — Intermediate

District Winners

Emily Hong Award of Merit in Intermediate
Literature

Claire Jun  Award of Merit in Primary Visual Arts

Greta Burke Award of Excellence in Primary
Dance Choreography

Congratulations also to Mrs. Nielson’s and Ms.
Sherburne’s classes for winning a popsicle party
for the highest classroom participation.

Next year’'s theme is Together We Can..., so start
thinking about your entry in any of the six arts ar-
eas: Literature, Musical Composition, Photography,
Visual Arts, Dance Choreography or Film/Video




National Turn Off TV week
April 19 - 23
Turn off that TV, put away those video games! Join us for this
week of fun activities to encourage students to find alternatives to TV, video and

computer games. We have an action-packed week planned — you won’t even miss
your electronics!

Board Game Night at the Norman P. Murray Center (FREE )
Swimming at the Sierra Recreation Center (FREE )

Beach Clean-up Community Service Event (FREE )
Bathgate ’s Storytelling Performance (FREE )

Thank you Judy Bullockus for putting together a great event at f‘_“m
Bathgate the -

W

The Wyland Foundation has partnered with the Ocean Institute to bring the Clean Water Mobile
Learning Center, a 1,000 square foot exhibit on wheels that taught the importance of conserving
and valuing our precious water resources. A film with special effects began students' training as
Clean Water Agents, after which they solved mysterious disturbances in the health of our
nation's water habitats. Fully interactive, they engaged, played and experimented as they
learned about lake regions, river management estuaries and ocean runoff. All
~M classes had an
% opportunity to participate during the February 25 and 26 school days.

WYLAND FAMILY EVENT

Was Held on FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 5:00-8:00 PM
The event was a great success!!!
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@x\i\ You’re An Author,

Too! ZSERS
Q& March Assemblies =i+ == |t's a Bathgate spring tra-
dition! Our 5™ annual BINGO! night will
Local children’s book author be held Friday, March 5. Join us for a

Christina Das will conduct three night of excitement as students, parents
Q& assemblies where she will teach the and staff try their luck at winning awe-
children about authors, the creative . . . )
process, and the basics of story some prizes and bragging n_ghts. It's a
structure, as well as how to use great game for all, and requires no skill
imagination to find ideas for writing (unless you count being able to yell
stories. Targeted to grade levels: BINGO at the top of your lungs a skill!).
Q& younger students will review how Everyone goes home a winner as there
stories have a beginning, middle are prizes for all. Contact Kim Bache at

kkbache@agmail.com or Jana Bommarito at
janabommarito@cox.net.

and end; older students will learn
Q& about plot, characters, setting and
conclusion. During the session, stu- x

dents will become authors and cre-

ate a story with Christina. Teachers
will have the opportunity to continue
the participatory lessons in the

. Did You Know?

® The Bathgate PTA will spend over $12,000 to bus our
: students to Field Trips this year. Thank you parents for

classroom with storyboards of the = your support of this vital program!
story the children wrote. Contact ® Did You Know?
Sue McNair at : The Bathgate PTA provides over $6000 of instructional
x susanmcnair@msn.com. x. supplies to support our classrooms and students. This
m benefits every child at our school!

® Did You Know?
= The Bathgate PTA is spending $7000 on Health Support
a to keep our children healthy.

AV y| = Did You Know?
® The Bathgate PTA pays for Library Support so our

2 : children can find quality books in our library. It's one of
xxxxxxxx. the largest Elementary School libraries in the district!
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER

2009/2070 P7A Board of Directors

President Frank Falcone 699-3775
Executive Vice President Jennifer Fojas 367-0455
Vice President - Programs Sue McNair 457-1558
Vice President - Ways & Means Open position

Vice President - Volunteers Jan Carriera 598-0363
Vice President - Communications Maijida Souri 588-5994

Secretary Missy Burk 377-8004
Treasurer Blanca Conot 348-1755
Auditor Pele Christian 305-0898
Historian Patti Jones 582-8736
Parliamentarian Lisa Dittloff 583-7413
Teacher Representative Mel Warner 348-0451

Principal Shelly Kurtz 348-0451




Drop Off

Please keep the drop off lane

moving smoothly by having your chil-
dren’s belongings ready and helping
your children exit the vehicle as
quickly (and safely) as possible

Please continue to support Bathgate’s Recy-
cling Program and help make a difference
for our environment and our school. Drop off
empty and rinsed "California Redemption
Value" aluminum cans and plastic bottles

EVERY FRIDAY in front of the office
between 7:30 am and 8:30 am. Please
separate your clean cans and bottles by put-
ting them in separate bags before bringing
them to Bathgate. Please do NOT send plas-
tic bottles such as milk, bleach, shampoo,
etc. Money from recycling will help fund
classroom supplies and technology. Contact
Agi Maiden at agi@raqi.co.uk.

Bathgate News

is published bi-annually by
Bathgate Elementary School PTA
4th District
CUCPTSA
California State PTA
National PTA

Frank Falcone, PTA President
Majida Souri, Editor
Shelly Kurtz, Principal

The mention of any business or service in this newsletter
does not imply endorsement by the PTA.

Printed courtesy of the Bathgate PTA, not at CUSD
expense.
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President 's Physical Fitness Challenge
March 26 @g 7o)
I @

— June 4

Sa ',

This national program promotes physical activity and fitness

among students and the PTA is excited to bring it to Bathgate.
It recognizes students in grades 1-5 for their level of fitness in
five events that measure strength/endurance, cardio-
respiratory endurance, speed, agility and flexibility. Students
I in grades 1-5 will receive a practice log at the end of March. If
they complete 12 practice sessions over 4 weeks, they will
receive a small prize. The Challenge (testing) is scheduled for
May 25 — June 4. Kindergarteners will participate in a modi-
Ified version of the program. All Bathgate students who make
an effort will receive an award. Please encourage your chil-
dren to work towards fitness goals. For more information on
I the national program, visit www.presidentschallenge.org.
2

Fitness Challenge Volunteers Needed
We know Bathgate parents are committed to fitness - we see you at
school in your exercise clothes! Help us instill a lifetime appreciation
of fitness in our children by joining the President's Challenge Com-
mittee. There are big jobs and little jobs to fit everyone's time limita-
tions, and we'll need lots of help to make this program a success.
Please contact Sue McNair at susanmcnair@msn.com to volunteer.

Thanks to Bathgate Volunteers
/&, Abig THANK YOU to all the volunteers who have
; " helped produce all the PTA Programs and Activi-
ties at our school. You have truly enriched our chil-
dren’s education, enhanced our family activities
and added enjoyment to our events. On behalf of the entire
Bathgate community...we THANK YOU!

PTA Programs

Thank you to all the chairs who have dedicated so much of
their time and energy to help make Bathgate the wonderful
school that we can all be proud of. From education en-
hancement to entertaining evening events, you have made
a big difference!

Art Masters Franceskay Anderson
Assemblies Sue McNair
Bingo Kim Bache and Jana Bommarito

Celebration Book Club
Character Counts

Fall Family Event
Literature Program
President’s Challenge

Elaine Brault

Debbie Ensign

Wendy Rieger and Sue McNair
Jennifer Toth

Kris Yellin and Stacy Bilt

Recycling Agi Maiden

Red Ribbon Week Jana Bommarito

Reflections Agi Maiden and Neha Narang
Talent Show Your Name Could Be Here!

Turn Off TV Week
Walk to School Day
Spring Family Event

Judy Bullockus and Tawny Dobrowolski
Ted Gleason & Alicia Gleason
Wendy Rieger




The Bathgate eScrip/Merchant Reward Program

Make your everyday purchases add up for Bathgate!
It’s fast
It’s easy
It’s FREE
It makes a difference!

Last year Bathgate eScrip/Merchant Reward Pro-
gram earned $11,000 for our school

Please take a moment to enroll and/or renew your family:

e  eSCRIP returns 4% of your purchase when you shop with registered Vons
and Pavilions club cards. You can also enroll retail credit cards or credit/debit
card. Please go to: http://www.escrip.com/program/welcome.jsp.  If you do

not know your Vons/Pavilions card number, please call (877)723-3929.

10% Back to Schools...special Promotion. Look for the yellow school bus at
Vons and Pavilions and buy the participating products and 10% of the purchase
price can support Bathgate.

g Shop
{9SCHOOLS) !

Now

Look for
this bus
i in-store

and
online!

August 6 - September 9

e Link your Albertson’s Preferred Savings Card to Bathgate and earn 4% for
Education. Enroll and/or renew your club card at http://www.albertsons.com/
cp/. If you don’t know your Albertson's club card number, please call (877) 932-
7948 to receive number over the phone.

e Link your Ralphs card to Bathgate and earn 1- 4% for Education. Enroll
and/or renew you club card number online at http://www.ralphs.com/
ccprogram.htm

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the Bathgate eScrip/Merchant reward
program, please contact Evelyn Yousuf at evelynyousuf(@yahoo.com

Note: All information submitted to the PTA will remain confidential.

Thank you to our Bathgate families, friends and community for sup-
porting our school. It makes a difference!

VONS c?mr'?u’w‘ “"ry“pa’jm“""— 4@@9

PAQ@NS Giving back for youth, One cart at a time.




